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Children and young people in Hällefors were engaged 
in dialogue on two different occasions during 2021. The 
children and young people were originally given the task of 
making drawings of what they wanted to have on the site of 
the former Good Templar Hall. The drawings were collected, 
a proposal and discussion materials were prepared, which 
were used on the second occasion when a dialogue was 
held. During the second dialogue, the proposal was shown 
to the children, who were given the opportunity of making 
further comments. At this point, what the children wanted 
became clearer. Requirements and requests for the site 
were combined and form the basis of further development 
of the Good Templar site and the town centre in general. 

Guidelines for site development and important components 
that should be found on site could be prepared, using the 
children’s drawings as input material. During the design 
process, further factors such as accessibility, budget, 
material availability, topography etc. had to be considered.

Hällefors Centre 
 - A place to be in all year round

PROTECTION FROM 
WEATHER AND WIND

Development of the town centre in general

DEVELOPMENT OF THE GOOD TEMPLAR HALL SITE
 - IN DIALOGUE WITH SCHOOLCHILDREN

After the citizen’s dialogue, a 
landscape architect will be given 
the assignment of creating and 
designing the site in accordance 
with the citizen’s suggestions 
and requests. This is a difficult 
but important assignment since 
not all suggestions can be 
implemented in this particular 
site. In addition, the architect 
has to consider other aspects 
such as physical accessibility, 
lighting, slopes, water drainage 
and how the site is perceived, 
among other things. 

PREPARATION OF PROPOSALS

Concentrating the town centre
• Re-site activities and shops
• Create attractive meeting places and target points.
• Car parking
• Strengthen contact with the travel centre

Reinforce character
• Preserve, develop and care for existing buildings
• New buildings to harmonise with the existing urban centre
• Create an identity forming, consistent character
• Create a townscape – urban roads, squares and parks.

Develop urban greenery
• Develop parks and flower beds
• Link green spaces together
• Spread greenery out to all parts of the town centre.
• Preserve and plant new urban trees/avenues

Promote a living town centre
• More public square, less car parking
• Stimulate public activities – promote walking and cycling.
• Social durability – a secure and attractive town centre
• A town centre for everybody

The vision for Hällefors Centre, on which development is based is:

”Hällefors centre is the centre of the Bergslagen area, in which forests 
and lakes are obvious places where people want to assemble and 
stay. Greenness and the countryside are reflected in our town centre. 

Both the future and our history are present in our town centre. It is a 
place that invites everybody, both residents and guests, to meetings 
and activities in a secure environment. The site clearly encourages 
both major and minor activities, at rest and in movement. The site is 
creative and flexible. There is space here for major events at the same 
time as for small, spontaneous meetings at all times of day and night.

The public space offers good opportunity for local traders, who form 
a prominent part of a living town centre. The core of the town centre 
should be designed for people rather than for cars. It is easy to move 
from the central core to different parts of the town centre.

Our town centre prioritises people and the environment, inspired by 
Agenda 2030 and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.”

Hällefors town centre is currently spread out along Sikforsvägen, 
with target points spaced apart and without any clear connection. 
Car parks, roads and the railway form barriers to movement and 
people’s activities, at the same time as they reinforce the distances 
between the target points. 

By collecting the target points together and reinforcing the contacts 
with surrounding parts of Hällefors, the centre of Hällefors can be 
developed into a living town centre, with a lot of greenery and 
strong character. 

The citizen’s dialogue is important 
in this process, since the Council will 
discover via the citizen’s dialogue 
what the residents of Hällefors 
want/need, which will also offer 
and opportunity to develop new 
suggestions and ideas about what 
the site could become. Knowing 
what the citizens want is important 
since it is the citizens who will 
use the site when it is finished. 
Schoolchildren have been given 
extra attention, since it is a site 
that will be used. 

CITIZEN’S DIALOGUE

How we create a place together
 - A democratic process

The politicians have decided 
that something new should 
be erected on the Good 
Templar Hall site. What 
will be built depends on a 
citizen’s dialogue and the 
Council’s budget (what the 
Council can afford). Physical 
constraints such as heights, 
inclines material etc. also 
affect how the site can 
be designed.

THE POLICITICANS MAKE DECISIONS THE PLANNING PROCESS
Once the design proposal has been 
accepted and approved by the 
parties involved, the construction 
process can start. At this point, 
problems that were not foreseen 
in earlier stages may occur, 
such as material shortages which 
can affect the final outcome. 
When the construction process is 
finished, the site will be ready for 
use, but it will require constant 
maintenance as the years pass, 
for it to continue to feel secure 
and attractive. 

CONSTRUCTION
When a new design proposal has 
been prepared and accepted, the 
planning process will start. The Town 
Planning Department can use detailed 
town plans to choose the items to 
be found on a site, for example if a 
kiosk should be built, how large 
it may be and on what part of 
the site. This is in order to form 
a contiguous cityscape, at the 
same time as it does not damage 
valuable environments, such as open 
countryside and cultured landscapes, 
or vital structures such as roads 
and railways. 
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You can form part 
of the process!

Components that have been noted during the dialogue

KIOSK COLORATION/SEATING GOOD LIGHTING/
SECURITY

STAGE/SEATING/
COLORATION

STAGE/PLACE FOR 
ACTIVITY

RECHARGING STATION/
WIFI

VEGETATION/
COLORATION

CAR PARKING
FOLKETS 
HUS

SCHOOL

SCHOOL

TURNING 
PLACE

LIBRARY

DESIGN PRINCIPLES


